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Mr. Gladstone also humbly advises Your Majesty to
appoint the Marquis of Ripon to be Viceroy of India. He judges
this appointment to be at the present moment of an importance
exceeding even that which attaches to the offices of many of Your
Majesty's confidential servants strictly so-called. He has been
extremely anxious in concert especially with Lord Hartington1
that a thoroughly wise and safe selection should be made ; and he
feels very confident in the recommendation which he now humbly
tenders.
Necessary inquiries precede the acceptance of such an office,
and Your Majesty will not be surprised that there has been some
small delay, which has affected a portion of Mr. Gladstone's other
proceedings.
631             General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. April 26. 1880.
The Queen commands me to inform you that Her Majesty
approves of the appointments you submit with the exception of
Lord Ripon, and Lord Fife.
The Queen who likes Lord Ripon personally does not think him
sufficiently strong willed or firm for India and would have pre-
ferred some one who has more determination and energy. The
Queen however will consent to the appointment, if on considera-
tion you still desire it.
As regards Lord Fife, he is much too young for the office of
Lord Chamberlain, who has the very difficult task of meeting all
the pressing demands made by English Society, and of maintain-
ing a position which it requires a man of a certain age to fill. . . .
632              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. April 27. 1880.
I am commanded by The Queen to ask if you can let Her
Majesty know why Mr. Goschen * is not included in your new
Ministry,
633  (Copy]   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
April 27. 1880.
Mr. Gladstone submits his humble duty to Your Majesty and
with reference to Your Majesty's remark on the appointment of
1 Secretary for India.
3 Subsequently sent on special mission to Constantinople.